CLARKE
DID YOU KNOW?


Mecklenburg County has 3,000 miles of creeks and streams.



Mecklenburg County has 126 named creeks. This includes creeks whose name is “tributary of.”



Six creeks have names related to animals: Swan Run, plus Beaverdam, Duck, Gar, Goose and Mallard creeks.



Flooding is a natural event caused by heavy rain.



An estimated 50 percent of the water in small streams comes from groundwater.



Springs are where groundwater flows out of the ground.



Water from springs is cleaner than water in creeks and colder in the summertime. In Charlotte it’s a constant 54 degrees
Fahrenheit.



Groundwater can become contaminated when chemicals
seep into the soil.



Uptown Charlotte was settled along a ridge between two
creeks – Little Sugar Creek and Irwin Creek.



The early settlers used creek water to power grain mills and
saw mills, where they ground grains and made lumber.



Until the creeks became polluted, people swam in them,
fished in them and got water from them.



One inch of rain onto one acre of pavement will produce an
estimated 27,000 gallons of storm water runoff.



An estimated 25 percent of all the land area in Mecklenburg
County is impervious surface, meaning water can’t soak into
the ground. This includes rooftops, streets, roads and
highways. So one inch of rain falling onto all of Mecklenburg
produces about 2.4 billion gallons of storm water runoff.



If you put 2.4 billion gallons of water from that 1-inch rain
into gallon milk jugs and stacked them, they would reach to
the moon and halfway back.

LEARN MORE
Visit KeepingWatch.org for stories, videos, maps and
other information about Mecklenburg County’s creeks.

The Autobell® Creek Challenge is funded by Autobell® Car Wash.

CREEK

The Clarke Creek
watershed is in
northeastern
Mecklenburg County,
in the eastern parts of
Huntersville. The
watershed falls to
the east of
Statesville Road,
which marks the
ridge that divides
Mecklenburg’s river watersheds
into the Yadkin-Pee Dee River
watershed to the east, and the Catawba
River watershed to the west. The Clarke
Creek watershed flows eastward,
draining into the Rocky River, which
flows into the Pee Dee River.
Most of this watershed’s 21.5 square
miles are undeveloped – either woods
or bare land. It has more undeveloped
land than any other CharlotteMecklenburg watershed. Only 14
percent of this watershed is used for
residential purposes. Some of the larger
communities in this area are the

Highland Creek, Northstone
and Skybrook
neighborhoods.
With so much
undeveloped land,
the county has been
able to buy more land for
parks than it can in heavily
developed areas. The largest
park in the Clarke Creek watershed
is the Robert C. Bradford Park, named
after a member of a family that once
operated the Hiwassee Dairy Farm and
Hunter Dairy Farm, which were wellknown throughout the county. The
county park department bought the
farm and converted it to a park with
recreational fields and walking trails.
The second largest park is David B.
Waymer Regional Park, with 154 acres.
It includes an area where people can fly
model airplanes. The park was named
after David B. Waymer, who graduated
from West Charlotte High School and
went on to play football in the NFL in

Top photo, Ramah Creek, a Clarke Creek tributary. Photo: Nancy Pierce

the 1980s and 1990s.
Clarke Creek watershed is also home to
the 145-acre Oehler Nature Preserve,
the site of the historic Erwin-Oehler
House.
George Oehler, an immigrant from
Germany, bought about 250 acres in
northern Mecklenburg County in 1852.
He was one of about six related Oehler
families to move to the area. The
George Oehler family built a brick house
that still stands, and farmed the land,
growing corn, wheat, oats and cotton.
They also raised pigs, cows and sheep.
George Oehler was a prominent
member of the northeastern
Mecklenburg community and strongly
opposed slavery, which was unusual and
controversial in a county where slavery
was so common that in the census of
1860, slaves made up 40 percent of the
Mecklenburg County population.
George Oehler was church elder at
Ramah Presbyterian Church until just

after the Civil War, when the church asked
him to leave because of his sympathies
with Northerners. He and his family had
tried to hire a minister from the North,
which so angered the other church
members they locked the church doors
and would not let the Northern minister
in. Then they voted George Oehler out of
the church. (Eventually the family was
welcomed back to the church.)

Key vocabulary
Census – The U.S. Constitution orders that the population be counted every 10
years. That count is called the census.
Church elder – A position of leadership in Presbyterians churches, elected by members of the church.

What’s in the Clarke Creek watershed?


Landmarks: Torrence Lytle Community Center, David Waymer Community
Center.



Parks: David B. Waymer Aeromodeler Flying Field, Oehler Nature Preserve.

Immigrant – A person who comes to live permanently in another country
Impaired – Weakened or damaged.

Migrate – Move from one region or habitat to another, typically a regular journey
There are approximately 42 miles of
according to the seasons.
perennial streams in this watershed. Some
Rookery – A place where large numbers of birds or marine animals nest and breed.
of the other creeks and tributaries in the
watershed are Cane Creek, Ramah Creek
Wetlands – A land area saturated with water, either all the time or during certain
and a tributary of the Rocky River.
seasons. Also contains aquatic plants
However, Clarke Creek is the only one the
state lists as impaired, due to a lack of fish
species diversity. Clarke Creek is impaired Clarke Creek flows into the Rocky River in Soil & Water Conservation District. The
from its headwaters all the way to where Cabarrus County, a 34-acre waterfowl
Clarke Creek Heron Rookery is an
it meets the Rocky River.
preserve has been protected through a
important natural wetlands complex that
partnership between the LandTrust for
serves as habitat for different species of
Just beyond the county line, near where
Central North Carolina and the Cabarrus
migrating waterfowl.

Ramah Creek in the snow. Photo: Allan White

The Erwin-Oehler House. Photo: Mecklenburg County

Profile


Location: Northeastern Mecklenburg County, eastern Huntersville (zip
codes: 28036, 28078, 28269)



Approximate land area in Mecklenburg County: 21.5 square miles



Estimated population in 2010: 5,502



Creeks and tributaries: Clarke Creek, Cane Creek, Ferrelltown Creek,
North Prong Clarke Creek, Ramah Creek, Rocky River Tributary, South
Prong Clarke Creek



Drains into: Yadkin-Pee Dee watershed in Cabarrus County



Miles of perennial streams: 41.877



Impaired streams: Clarke Creek from source to Rocky River



Reason for impairment: lack of fish-species diversity

Fun facts




Often confused with Clark’s Creek, which is farther south and in the
Mallard Creek watershed.
82 percent of the Clarke Creek watershed is undeveloped, the
most of any Charlotte-Mecklenburg watershed.

Ramah Creek in the Clarke Creek watershed. Photo: Nancy Pierce

The Clarke Creek Rookery protects great blue herons and
other waterfowl. Photo: Alain Carpentier - Wikipedia CC

What you can do to protect our creeks
Don’t dump hazardous chemicals down drains. Take them to
a recycling center.
Don’t dump yard waste in drains or creeks. Bag, recycle or
compost it.

Don’t dump cooking grease and oil down the sink. Grease
clogs are the most common cause of sewage spills into Mecklenburg County creeks.

Report pollution, including soil erosion. Call 311.
To report online, or use the Water Watcher app visit
Prevent soil erosion. Plant trees and bushes along creek banks
http://charmeck.org/stormwater/ReportPollution
and in bare areas of the yard.
Reduce how much runoff leaves your property. Plant trees,
Scoop the poop. Dog waste can pollute local creeks.
use rain barrels, limit the use of pavement and limit the use of
Use a car wash, not the driveway.
pipes to send rainwater into storm drains.
Use fewer fertilizers and chemicals in your yard. Don’t apply
chemicals 48 hours before a heavy rain.

