MALLARD
DID YOU KNOW?


Every Mecklenburg County creek except two starts in Mecklenburg.



Mecklenburg County has 3,000 miles of creeks and streams.



Two-thirds of Mecklenburg County is in the Catawba River watershed, and the creeks flow into Lake Norman, Mountain Island
Lake, Lake Wylie or other parts of the Catawba River.



The eastern third of Mecklenburg County is in the Yadkin-Pee Dee watershed. Those creeks eventually flow into the Pee Dee
River.



A “perennial” stream typically has water flowing in it year-round. Most of the water comes from smaller streams that flow in,
or from groundwater, with some additional water from rain or other precipitation.



Until the creeks became polluted, people swam in them, fished in them and got water from them.



Mecklenburg County has 126 named creeks. This includes
creeks whose name is “tributary of.”



When the term “impaired,” is used for water, it means the
body of water does not meet the standards that
environmental laws set for it.



What lives in a healthy creek? Aquatic life, which can include
fish, small invertebrates such as snails and crawfish, insect
larvae, tadpoles, plankton and algae. The cleaner the water,
the more life in the creek.



The most widespread problems for streams across the U.S.
are nitrogen and phosphorus (called “nutrients”), sediments
in the streambed, and activities that disturb the stream’s
banks such as construction, farming or removing vegetation.



Flooding is a natural event caused by heavy rain.



Native Americans, and later the early Colonial settlers, put
their trading paths and wagon roads on ridge-tops, where
the soil would be less muddy than along creek banks.

LEARN MORE
Visit KeepingWatch.org for stories, videos, maps and
other information about Mecklenburg County’s creeks.

CREEK

The Mallard Creek
watershed is the
largest of the
Mecklenburg County
watersheds that flow
east into the Yadkin
-Pee Dee River
instead of to the
Catawba River.
It’s also one of
the largest in the
county, with a land area of 38.8
square miles. That’s not as large as the
huge McAlpine Creek watershed (59.8
square miles) but it’s more than Long
Creek’s 36.33 square miles or McDowell
Creek’s 32.4 square miles.
The Mallard Creek watershed has 62.4
miles of perennial streams (with water
year-round) and 10 named tributaries.

The Autobell® Creek Challenge is funded by Autobell® Car Wash.

The census of 2010 found the Mallard
Creek watershed is home to 90,252
people. It’s also home to one of the
largest universities in North Carolina,
UNC Charlotte. Toby Creek, one of

Mallard Creek’s tributaries,
flows through the campus
and has a well-used
greenway beside it.
Don’t confuse
Toby Creek with
nearby Doby Creek,
another tributary of
Mallard Creek.
Another confusing tributary is
Clark’s Creek, which also has a
greenway. It’s confusing because
another nearby creek is named Clarke
Creek. Its watershed is just north of
Mallard Creek.
Much of the area in the Mallard Creek
watershed was farmland and woods
until a few decades ago. But farmers
have lived in the area for 200 years or
more. As early as 1824 the farm families
in the area used logs to build a church,
the Mallard Creek Meeting House.
Eventually, in 1856, a brick building was
put up, and it became the Mallard Creek
Presbyterian Church, which still exists.

Above, the greenway along Clark's Creek, a tributary of Mallard Creek. Photo: Nancy Pierce

Around 1920, before there was a strong
system of public schools in Mecklenburg
County, the Mallard Creek community
pitched in and built a schoolhouse. It
replaced several one-room
schoolhouses in the area. It had four
classrooms and they housed first
through 10th grades at a time when
most rural schools only went through
the eighth grade. Teachers at Mallard
Creek School, as was the custom in
those days, lived with and ate meals
with families in the area instead of
having their own houses.
In 1931 the school was closed and
Mallard Creek Presbyterian Church
bought the building for only $250. The
building still stands on Mallard Creek
Road, surrounded by ever-growing
numbers of houses and shopping
centers. Today, the church uses the old
schoolhouse for its famous barbecue –
the Mallard Creek Barbecue. The event
began in 1929 to help the church raise
the $250 it needed to buy the old
school. Today the barbecue is the fourth

Thursday in every October. It raises money
for the church, and it attracts politicians
from throughout North Carolina who hand
out political brochures and shake hands
with people who have come to eat the
’cue.

Key Vocabulary

Fun facts

’Cue – a slang term for barbecue, which in North Carolina means pork, slowroasted over coals or gas, and basted with a vinegary sauce.



This watershed has 10 named tributaries.



Seven miles of greenway trails are found along various creeks in this watershed.



Mallard Creek is one of six creeks with names related to animals. The others are Swan Run and Beaverdam, Duck, Goose
and Gar creeks.

Decade – A period of 10 years.
Perennial stream – Generally has water year-round.

Although many creeks in Mecklenburg
County are named after local residents or
landmarks, Mallard Creek is one of six
creeks that were named after animals, in
this case the mallard duck.

Tributaries – Streams or rivers that flow into larger streams, rivers or lakes.
Impaired – Damaged or weakened.

The state rates Mallard Creek as impaired
due to turbidity, copper and its lack of a
diverse population of aquatic insects.

What can I visit in the watershed?


Colleges: UNC Charlotte



Landmarks: PNC Music Pavilion, Carolinas Medical Center-University, University City Regional Library, Mallard Creek
Barbecue site.



Parks: Clark’s Creek Nature Preserve and Greenway, Mallard Creek Regional Park, Mallard Creek Center, Newell
Community Park, Thereasea C. Elders Neighborhood Park, Tom Hunter Neighborhood Park.

Left : Mallard Creek Community House, formerly a school,
now site of well-known Mallard Creek Barbecue. Photo:
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Historic Landmarks Commission

Right: Mallard ducks, male and female. Photo: Sharp Photography, via Creative Commons.

Clark’s Creek Greenway. Photo: Nancy Pierce

Profile


Location: Northeastern Mecklenburg County (zip codes: 28223, 28262,
28269)



Approximate Mecklenburg County land area of the Mallard Creek watershed: 38.78 square miles



Estimated population in 2010: 90,252



Creeks and tributaries: Mallard Creek, Mallard Creek Tributary, Clark’s
Creek, Clark’s Creek Tributary, Clark’s Creek Tributary #1, Clark’s Creek
Tributary #1A, Doby Creek, Doby Creek Tributary, Stony Creek, Stony
Creek Tributary, Toby Creek



Drains into: Rocky River, then to Yadkin-Pee Dee River watershed in
Cabarrus County



Miles of perennial streams: 62.376



Impaired streams: Mallard Creek from Stony Creek to Rocky River,
Clarks Creek from source to Mallard Creek, Doby Creek from source to
Mallard Creek, Stony Creek from source to Mallard Creek, and Toby
Creek from source to Mallard Creek.



Reasons for impairment: Lack of aquatic insect diversity. In addition, Mallard Creek from Stony Creek to Rocky River is impaired
due to turbidity and copper.

Toby Creek Greenway runs through the UNC Charlotte campus. Photo: Nancy Pierce

Along the Clark’s Creek Greenway. Photo: Nancy Pierce

What you can do to protect our creeks
Don’t dump hazardous chemicals down drains. Take them to
a recycling center.
Don’t dump yard waste in drains or creeks. Bag, recycle or
compost it.

Don’t dump cooking grease and oil down the sink. Grease
clogs are the most common cause of sewage spills into Mecklenburg County creeks.

Report pollution, including soil erosion. Call 311.
To report online, or use the Water Watcher app visit
Prevent soil erosion. Plant trees and bushes along creek banks
http://charmeck.org/stormwater/ReportPollution
and in bare areas of the yard.
Reduce how much runoff leaves your property. Plant trees,
Scoop the poop. Dog waste can pollute local creeks.
use rain barrels, limit the use of pavement and limit the use of
Use a car wash, not the driveway.
pipes to send rainwater into storm drains.
Use fewer fertilizers and chemicals in your yard. Don’t apply
chemicals 48 hours before a heavy rain.

