REEDY
DID YOU KNOW?


Many of Mecklenburg’s creeks begin as small springs.



Water from springs is cleaner than water in creeks and colder in the summertime, a constant 54 degrees Fahrenheit.



About 15 percent of the people living in Mecklenburg County get their drinking water from wells (groundwater).



Mecklenburg County has 3,000 miles of creeks and streams.



Of those 3,000-some miles, about 1,000 miles of creeks have water year-round.



Two-thirds of Mecklenburg County is in the Catawba River watershed, and the creeks eventually flow into Lake Norman,
Mountain Island Lake, Lake Wylie or other parts of the Catawba River.



The eastern third of Mecklenburg County is in the Yadkin-Pee Dee watershed. Those creeks flow eventually into the Pee Dee
River.



Six creeks in Mecklenburg have a name that starts “Mc…”
They are McAlpine, McCullough, McDowell, McIntyre,
McKee and McMullen creeks. Their names reflect the ScotsIrish heritage of many of the early white settlers.



Unlike older cities, Charlotte does not combine its storm
drain pipes with its sanitary sewer system pipes. In those
older cities a heavy rainfall can make water in the sanitary
sewers back up into houses. (Yuck.)



Protecting the environment is part of the North Carolina
State Constitution. It says, “It shall be the policy of this
State to conserve and protect its lands and waters for the
benefit of all its citizenry, and … to preserve as a part of the
common heritage of this State its forests, wetlands,
estuaries, beaches, historical sites, open lands, and places of
beauty.”

LEARN MORE
Visit KeepingWatch.org and click on
“Explore Creeks” for stories, videos, maps and other information about Mecklenburg County’s creeks.

The Autobell® Creek Challenge is funded by Autobell® Car Wash.

CREEK

The Reedy-McKeeCaldwell Creek
Watershed is in eastcentral Mecklenburg
County. Caldwell
Creek is often
confused with
Caldwell Station
Creek. Caldwell
Station Creek is
in northern
Mecklenburg and in the McDowell
Creek watershed. Though its full name is
Reedy-McKee-Caldwell Creek
Watershed, the watershed is commonly
called the Reedy watershed. It covers 14
square miles in Mecklenburg County
and has 33 miles of perennial streams.
The population in this area grew more
than three times between 1990 and
2010 from 8,274 people in 1990 to
27,023 people in 2010.
One of the best-known places in the
Reedy Creek watershed is the Reedy
Creek Nature Preserve, near Joseph W.
Grier Elementary. The preserve is home
Above, Reedy Creek. Photo: Nancy Pierce

to a park, dog park, nature
center, nature explore zone
and the Dr. James F.
Matthews Center
for Biodiversity
Studies. The dog
park is called
Barkingham Park and is
one of six dog parks in
Mecklenburg County. Dog parks
are a fenced in area where dogs are
allowed to be let off leash to play.

about native animals. You can also
watch animals at play in the Backyard
Habitat Garden. The garden has bird
feeding stations, a rain garden and a
demonstration compost area. The
preserve is a habitat for 109 species of
birds, 15 species of mammals, 20
species of reptiles and 12 species of
amphibians. One of the bird species, the
Kentucky Warbler, is a high priority for
conservation because fewer and fewer
of those birds are found each year.

The Center for Biodiversity Studies is
similar to what you would find at a
college or university. Scientists there
study the plant and animal life of our
region. If you visit the center you will
find a natural history collection showing
the unique plants and animals of our
area. You can also visit with the
scientists, to ask questions. It’s a good
idea to call ahead, since they are often
out of the office while doing fieldwork.

The watershed is considered impaired
because of a lack of diversity of aquatic
insects. When testing whether a creek is
impaired, different sections of the creek
are tested. If any sections are impaired,
the whole creek is considered impaired,
even if there are parts that are healthy.

The nature center has live animals and a
classroom where you can learn more

Many schools that are named for creeks
are not in fact in the watershed of the
creek they’re named for. But Reedy
Creek Elementary is in the Reedy Creek
Watershed. J.H. Gunn Elementary is also
in Reedy Creek, but the original name of

the school was Clear Creek High School—
another example of a school named for a
creek but not in that creek’s watershed.
Clear Creek High School was built in 1923
for African American students, during the
long years of racial segregation. It was a
four-room school that was closed during
August and September so students could
pick crops with their families. The school
was renamed after J.H. Gunn in 1947.
Gunn was a math and music teacher and
principal for a short time. He also had his
own orchestra, named the Jimmie Gunn
Orchestra, which toured North Carolina,
South Carolina and Georgia. The old fourroom school building, the original Clear
Creek School, survived until it burned in
1983.

Key vocabulary
Biodiversity –The variety of life in the world or a particular area.
Compost – Material such as vegetable or fruit scraps, leaves, flowers, tea leaves,
cardboard, eggshells that is used to help plants grow.
Conservation – Protecting natural environment, wildlife, or vegetation.

What’s in the Reedy Creek watershed?


Landmarks: Reedy Creek Nature Preserve and Reedy Creek Park, Robinson
Rock House ruins.



Other parks: Hickory Grove Neighborhood Park, Harrisburg Road Park and
Charles T. Myers Golf Course.

Fieldwork – Practical work performed in the natural environment instead of a
laboratory or office.
Habitat – The natural home of an animal or plant.
Impaired – Damaged or weakened.
Jim Matthews, for whom the Dr. James F. Matthews Center for
Biodiversity Studies is named. Photo: Amber Veverka

Native – A plant or animal whose original home was in the region.
Natural history – The study of animals or plants through observation.
Perennial – Has water in it year-round during years of normal rainfall.
Rain garden – A garden, often set in a parking lot, filled with plants and grasses,
designed to slow or stop storm water runoff

Old Clear Creek High School building, which was at the site of
today's J.H. Gunn Elementary. Photo: CMS

Profile


Location: East-central Mecklenburg County, eastern Charlotte (zip
codes: 28215)



Approximate land area in Mecklenburg: 14.19 square miles



Estimated population in 2010: 27,023



Creeks and tributaries: Reedy Creek, Reedy Creek Tributary #1, Reedy
Creek Tributary #2, Reedy Creek Tributary #3, Caldwell Creek, McKee
Creek



Drains into: Yadkin-Pee Dee River watershed in Cabarrus County



Miles of perennial streams: 33.21



Impaired streams: Reedy Creek from source to Rocky River, McKee
Creek from source to Reedy Creek



Reason for impairment: Lack of diversity of aquatic insects

Fun facts


Native American artifacts more than 1,000 years old have been
found on the grounds of the Reedy Creek Nature Preserve.



The Robinson Rock House was built around 1790, but today is
only ruins. It was added to the National Register of Historic
Places in 2009.



Want to hear music from the Jimmie Gunn Orchestra, led by
long-time educator J.H. Gunn, for whom J.H. Gunn Elementary is
named? Find a sample at https://youtu.be/ZVHs8rIbBzg

Robinson Rock House ruins. Photo: Nancy Pierce

Robinson Rock House ruins. Photo: Nancy Pierce

What you can do to protect our creeks
Don’t dump hazardous chemicals down drains. Take them to
a recycling center.
Don’t dump yard waste in drains or creeks. Bag, recycle or
compost it.

Don’t dump cooking grease and oil down the sink. Grease
clogs are the most common cause of sewage spills into Mecklenburg County creeks.

Report pollution, including soil erosion. Call 311.
To report online, or use the Water Watcher app visit
Prevent soil erosion. Plant trees and bushes along creek banks
http://charmeck.org/stormwater/ReportPollution
and in bare areas of the yard.
Reduce how much runoff leaves your property. Plant trees,
Scoop the poop. Dog waste can pollute local creeks.
use rain barrels, limit the use of pavement and limit the use of
Use a car wash, not the driveway.
pipes to send rainwater into storm drains.
Use fewer fertilizers and chemicals in your yard. Don’t apply
chemicals 48 hours before a heavy rain.

